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“Beowulf”

Multiple-choice questions
1. Read the following passage:
“What a pleasure it was, too, to hear songs of the troubadours for many of the songs told about Hrothgar himself and his brave company of knights.”

Using context clues from the passage, the word “troubadours” means:

a. speakers

b. knights

c. singers

d. peasants

2. Read the following passage:

“Because Grendel was evil, it had taken a person of great goodness to conquer him.”

The author uses cause/effect in this passage to

a. show the differences between himself and Grendel.
b. show that only great good can conquer evil.
c. give a brief description of the monster Grendel.
d. to show what will happen next in the tale.
3. From the following passage:

“All those who listened were spellbound and horrified by this awful story.  And one among them, Beowulf, decided that he would conquer Grendel.”

From the passage, you can infer that:

a. Beowulf is a coward.

b. Beowulf is brave.

c. Beowulf is running away.
d. Beowulf is in love.

4. Read the following passage:
“But then a tempest arose that churned the sea into whirlpools and waterspouts.”

Using context clues from the passage, the word “tempest” means:

a. mad person

b. sea god
c. whale

d. windstorm

5. Read the following passage:

“Only Beowulf stayed awake, ever watchful for Grendel, and thinking about the fight he knew was to come.  And as he stood watch, it occurred to him that Grendel could never be conquered with spears, swords, or lances.  The monster could only be overcome by hand-to-hand combat.”

The author uses problem/solution as his text structure to

a. show the differences between Grendel and himself
b. show what will happen when Grendel is killed.
c. explain why Grendel can’t be killed easily.
d. explain the only way to kill Grendel.
6. Read the following passage: 
“Grendel’s mother moved stealthily, and so it was not until morning that Hrothgar and Beowulf discovered what had happened during the night.”

Using context clues, the word “stealthily” means:

a. slowly

b. clumsily

c. sneakily

d. quickly

